Stay safe this bonfire night

Having fireworks can be great fun, as long as they are used safely,
however, despite annual safety warnings, firework celebrations still
can end in accident and injuries across the UK, with some of these
incidents involving young children.
With preparations for bonfire night in full swing, we’ve put

• Have you checked the weather? What is the direction of the

together some basic tips to help safeguard yourself and others if

prevailing wind? What would happen if it changed? A strong

you are planning a display at your premises.

wind, rather than rain, is the most dangerous weather condition
to contend with during your display as it could render your

Planning the event:
• Who will operate the display? There is no reason why you
should not light a display yourselves provided it only contains
fireworks in categories 1, 2 and 3. However, category 4 fireworks
must only be used by professional firework display operators.
• Is the site suitable for your display? Consider whether the site
is suitable and large enough for your display, this should also
take into account a bonfire if applicable. Is there space for
the fireworks to land well away from spectators? Each
category of firework has its own safe distance guidelines.

spectator safety distance useless.
• What if something goes wrong? If you’re organising a fireworks
display, however big or small, you need to ensure that you
have a first aid kit close by – just in case an accident happens.
St Johns Ambulance have put together guidance on how to
treat some of the more common injuries which occur at this
time of year.
• Make sure you obtain the fireworks from a reputable supplier.
Ensure they comply with BS 7114 regulations and are clearly
marked for their intended use.

Remember to also check in daylight for overhead power lines
and other obstructions.
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• If the display is to be provided by a professional firework display

If you will also have a bonfire at the display then you

operator make sure that you are clear on who does what

should check the structure is sound and does not have

especially in the event of an emergency.

small children or animals inside it before lighting it. Also:

• Ensure you have a suitable place to store the fireworks. These

Do not use petrol or paraffin to light the fire.

should be in a sealed box or tin. Your firework supplier or local
authority should be able to advise on the recommendations for

Have only one person responsible for lighting the fire.

safe storage.

That person, and any helpers, should wear suitable
low-flammable clothing.

On the day:

Make sure that the person(s) lighting the fire know
what to do in the event of a burn injury or clothing

Re-check the site, weather conditions and wind direction.

catching fire.
Don’t let anyone into the zone where the fireworks will fall
– or let anyone other than the display operator or firing

The information above is in relation to small scale firework displays

team into the firing zone or the safety zone around it.

and we recommend you do your own thorough planning and
research prior to the event to ensure the safety of yourself and

Discourage spectators from bringing alcohol onto

spectators. There is a wealth of straightforward guidance out there

the site.

to help you, we would advise the HSE’s Guidance and Tips on

Don’t let spectators bring their own fireworks to the

Organising Firework Displays as a good place to start.

event site.
Each firework has its own set of hazards and
instructions. Make sure you read the guidelines

This article is intended for guidance only, the content was

carefully. If a firework doesn’t go off, don’t be tempted

written using information from the HSE website.

to go and check what went wrong, as it could still
explode, never attempt to relight.
Take care and educate those involved on the use of

If you have any questions or queries relating to your
insurance, please contact our team on: 0800 533 5600 or
visit our website: cottagesure.co.uk

sparklers; wear gloves to hold them and dispose of them
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in a bucket of water as soon as they are finished.
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